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KAREN LYNNE 


MONTHLY UPDATE SHEET & GIG GUIDE


Hello!,..


Well I’ve decided it’s going to be a big year!,... 2000 has been a quieter one for me, profile wise, although still very busy & productive. Quite a year of reflection, consolidation and change. Most importantly - as a newlywed, being married has been the biggest change in my life and it has also meant moving house a number of times and leaving the Wollongong area that I have grown up in and played much music in for many years.  I now live in the beautiful village of Wentworth Falls in the Blue Mountains and absolutely love it. The move means however that I must now start all over again to get work in this new area and “re-invent” my entertainment formats. The other major change in my life was the end of my band “Step Forward” (aka Lynnch Mob). From it’s inception 15 years ago as a trio to a fully fledged 5 piece Dance band, it has become a part of my everyday life and the final gig was indeed a tough one, ... kind of like losing an arm or something, but life does indeed go on and has many more plans for us. I thank particularly my brother Rob and good friend Bruce Tulloch for many great years together making good music.


Aside from working with my band, the bulk of my gigs this past year have been in a duo format with well known singer/songwriter Pat Drummond. Originally, it was a pairing which occurred quite by accident but following such a great reaction to our duo show we felt it was imperative that we delay our solo album projects for a year and record the duet album “Six Days in December”, that has done so well for us. Initially the idea of the album was simply as a “means to an end” in order to meet the demand from many of the fans requesting a duet album however, it has since become a symbol of our special friendship and successful professional working relationship. I thank Pat and his family for their support & encouragement and for his wealth of information, advice and an incredible faith in my ability (of which even I at times question!).  Apart from this I have been working the club scene in various Duo combinations (to pay the rent!) and performing guest solo appearances at well known Country shows such as the Bill Kelly Show, weddings and other such special occasions.


Working with Pat this last year has also given me the chance to ‘do some time’ out on the road. I thank him once again for the chance to see some wonderful places in this great country of ours,...from stunning Wilpena Pound in the SA Flinders Ranges to the Blue Lakes at Mount Gambier and equally to my husband Martin & Carol Drummond for allowing us this most necessary touring & album promotion time.


2001 will find me again working with Pat but probably more so in my own duo formats hopefully in the Blue Mountains/Sydney area. Something new for me however is the very recent and stunningly successful pairing of myself with well-known Sydney Bluegrass band “Acoustic Shock”. They are a wonderful traditional Bluegrass band who are also enjoying a truely “girly” addition to their sound and harmonies, and of course not to mention a shot of some terrific contemporary bluegrass material. I have always loved Bluegrass music and particularly the side of country music that has that traditional acoustic sound and therefore this new project is a very enjoyable one for me. As a result of this wonderful response, coupled with the fact that there seems to be a lacking of good Australian bluegrass recordings, myself and Champion banjo player Martin Louis will be teaming up to work on such a project. We are hoping to work with many great Australian players such as Ian Simpson, Mike Kerin, Kym Warner, Jim Rush, Nigel Lever, Quentin Frazer, Liz Frencham and many more.


Finding time for songwriting over the last few years has been a difficult and worrying problem for me but was rectified with a trip to the USA last August and an intensive writing period with Australian writer Heather Field and some other Nashville writers - including Mark Selby (writer of the Dixie Chicks hit “There’s Your Trouble”). Working with Mark was particularly beneficial, he being so impressed with my vocal ability that he has since given me a number of unrecorded songs from himself and his co-writer Tia Sillars (writer of Leanne Womack’s hit “I hope you dance”) for me to consider for my upcoming album.


2000 was to end with a second tour in the UK, but thankfully (in many ways!) due to various reasons, it has been postponed to allow for the new album, more promotion, gigs and better timing. I made many great friends and contacts last trip and I look forward to the next one. 


Other good things happening include the substantial progress on the “official” Karen Lynne Web site. As some know I have had an unofficialWeb page running over the last year - created by a good friend Stephen South, to enable me to have some profile on this most important 21st century promotional medium!. I am hopeful that the official site will be up and running over the next few months and it will of course be linked to Stephen’s site as an additional “Friends & Supporters” site. Many thanks must go to Stephen & his wife Michelle for their energy, encouragement and time put into this project - as it’s not an area that I particularly excel in!!.


Achievements this last year include firstly the recording of the duet album, “SixDays in December”; Top 5 Grand Finalist in the TSA National Country Song writing Contest for the song “The Rush” (Co-written with Pat Drummond); Winner - Horizon Award, “Best Song - Country Sound”, Red Gum Festival Songwriting Competition for the song “Grandma Used to Say” (Co-written with Heather Field and James Gillard); Top 10 Finalist - Lawson Paterson Songwriting Competition - Port Fairy Folk Festival, for the song ”When the Innocence Died” (Co-written with Pat Drummond); Top 4 - “Female Rising Star” - Australian Independent Country Music Awards - Mildura; Top 5 - “Contemporary  Country Song of The Year”, TSA Songwriter’ Salute Awards of Australia; Top 5 - “Song Of the Year” TSA Songwriters’ Salute Awards of Australia; Top 5 - “Country Duo “ Section, (with Pat Drummond), 2001 TIARA Awards; Top 5 - “Songwriting” Section - “The Rush”, 2001 TIARA  Awards; Top 5 - “Female Vocalist” Section - “The days when we were young”, 2001 TIARA Awards; Top 5 - “Bush Ballad” Section” (w/Pat Drummond), 2001 TIARA Awards; Top 10 - “Vocal Collaboration” Category, 2001  Australian Country Music “Golden Guitar” Awards.


Oh well,.. a bigger than usual update for you to start the new year off as I haven’t been updating you regularly in the recent past,... but that is now to change and I hope you will support me in any promotion you can possibly afford me.





Yours In Music


Karen Lynne








GIG GUIDE


Jan 11, 5.30pm		Karen Lynne Duo (w/Barry Thompson)		Oak Flats Bowling Club


Jan 22, 4pm		Guest Appearance (Pat Drummond Show)	Longyard Hotel, Tamworth


Jan 23, 4pm		Guest Appearance (Pat Drummond Show)	Longyard Show, Tamworth


Jan 23, 10pm		Guest Appearance (Independent Showcase)	Town Hall, Tamworth


Jan 24, TBA		Guest Appearance (TSA Salute Awards show)	West Tamworth Leagues


Jan 24, 10.30pm	Guest Appearance (Buttercup Open House)	Town Hall, Tamworth


Jan 26, 2pm		Guest Appearance (Meet ‘n Greet)		Gold/Guitar Shop, Longyard


Jan 27, 8am		Guest Appearance (w/Kym Warner Unit)	West Tam.Lgues Bluegrass Brekky


Feb 8, 8pm		Guest Appearance (Bob Howes Country show)	Cantebury/Hurlstone Park RSL


Feb 22, 5.30pm		Karen Lynne Duo (w/Barry Thompson)		Oak Flats Bowling Club


March 8, 5.30pm	Karen Lynne Duo (w/Barry Thompson)		Oak Flats Bowling Club


March 15-18		Karen Lynne & Acoustic Shock			Jamberoo Folk Festival


March 22, 5.30pm	Karen Lynne Duo (w/Barry Thompson)		Oak Flats Bowling Club


April 5, 10.00am	Guest Appearance (Seniors Week Concert)	Mt Kembla Community Hall


April 5, 5.30pm		Karen Lynne Duo (w/Barry Thompson)		Oak Flats Bowling Club


April 8, 11.00am	Guest Appearance (SCCMA Jamberee)		Mt Kembla Community Hall


April 8, 3.00pm		Pat Drummond & Karen Lynne			Mt Kembla Hotel


April 12-15, 		Karen Lynne & Acoustic Shock			National Folk Festival, ACT


April 19, 5.30pm	Karen Lynne Duo (w/Barry Thompson)		Oak Flats Bowling Club 


